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     A softball signed by Team USA after win-
ning the fi rst-ever women’s Olympic soft-
ball competition sits next to a meticulously 
pressed and highly decorated Army offi cer’s 
uniform. The glass-encased items represent 
just two of the many chapters that tell the 
story of Carmen Cavezza.
     The artifacts honoring Cavezza’s lifetime 
of service are in a new display case that was 
unveiled March 22 at the National Infantry 
Museum. About 250 of Cavezza’s closest 
friends attended the retirement ceremony 
and reception. His role as Chairman and 
CEO of the National Infantry Museum 
Foundation -- which he reluctantly relin-
quished just a few months ago -- was just 
the latest in a long string of leadership 
positions that made him a beloved and 
respected member of both the Columbus 
and Fort Benning communities. 
     Former colleagues -- including COL 

(Ret) John Fuller, 
the Honorable Bob 
Poydasheff and 
Dr. Frank Brown 
-- shared stories 
of Cavezza’s long 
track record of 
successful en-
deavors and the 
leadership style 
that inspired and 
endeared all who 
worked for him. 

     Cavezza 
will be 
permanently 
honored in  
Cavezza 
Hall, which 
was formerly 
called the 
Grand Hall. 

A group of supporters led by attorney Cecil 
Cheves, businessman Steve Butler and 
surgeon Carl Savory, pooled more than $4 
million in donations and pledges for the nam-
ing opportunity. The money will go toward 
paying off the museum’s construction debt, 
an aspiration Cavezza pursued fervently 
during his fi ve years at the National Infan-
try Museum Foundation. The new gifts and 
pledges will reduce the museum’s uncovered 
debt to $2.5 million. 
     Cavezza, famous for his modesty, 
                                       (Continued on page 2)

Cavezza Honored 
for Lifetime of Service

Above: Steve Butler and 
Cecil Cheves unveil a new 
exhibit honoring Carmen 
Cavezza beneath the new 
name of the museum’s 
grand hall. Left: Carmen 
Cavezza with his wife of 
57 years, Joyce.



thE infAntry hEritAGE lEttErPAGE 2

Board of Directors

LTG Carmen Cavezza, Chairman Emeritus
LTG Tom Metz, Chairman

Dr. Carl Savory, Vice Chairman
The Honorable John Allen

Mr. Russ Carreker
Mr. Cecil Cheves
Mr. Jake Flournoy
Dr. Jack Goldfrank
Sen. Hunter Hill
Mr. Tony Link

Ms. Jacki Lowe
Mr. Rodney Mahone

Mr. Warner Neal
Dr. Robin Pennock
Mrs. Becky Rumer
HON Judy Thomas

Ex-Offi cio Members
BG Peter Jones

COL (Ret) Mike Burns
COL (Ret) Bob Brown
Mr. Dave Hanselman

Mr. Bill Huff
Mrs. Jean McKee

Buffalo Soldiers Remembered on Walk of  Honor

GEN Ed Burba, Chairman
GEN Barry McCaffrey, Vice Chairman

GEN John Abizaid
Mr. Jim Balkcom

LTG Mike Barbero
LTG Jerry Bates
MG J.B. Burns

LTG Carmen Cavezza
LTG Charles W. “Bill” Dyke

GEN Larry Ellis
MG Carl Ernst

LTG Mike Ferriter
LTG Tom Fields
GEN John Foss

LTG Ben Freakley
Mr. Joe Galloway
LTG Dave Grange

Mrs. Richard Hallock
GEN William Hartzog

GEN Buck Kernan
MG Will Latham

LTG John LeMoyne

MG Ken Leuer
Mr. Frank Lumpkin III

Secretary of the Army John Marsh
Honorable Bob Poydasheff

COL Ralph Puckett
Mr. Tom Rabaut

LTG Ben Register
GEN Bill Richardson

Gov. Tom Ridge
GEN Robert W. RisCassi

COL Mike Sierra
LTG Mike Spigelmire
MG William Steele

Mr. Mat Swift
Mr. Fred Taylor

Mr. William Turner
Mr. Jim Weaver
LTG Sam Wetzel
MG Jerry White

MG Walt Wojdakowski
BG Jim Yarbrough

National Advisory Board

     After years of planning and fundraising spearheaded by one passionate and tenacious individual, a monument 
now stands on the National Infantry Museum’s Memorial Walk of Honor in honor of the famed Buffalo Soldiers.
     Retired 1SG Grady Snell, Jr., learned the remarkable history of the U.S. Army’s fi rst all-black Infantry regi-
ments while working on a research paper at the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy in Fort Bliss, Texas. He 
decided then and there that he would make sure the units 
received appropriate national recognition.
     Several units that served between 1866 and 1951 were 
known as Buffalo Soldiers. Some were stationed at Fort Ben-
ning with the 24th Infantry Regiment from 1922 to 1942.
     The units also include the 25th Infantry Regiment, which 
was the Army’s only Bicycle Corps. Their mission was to ride 
bicycles from Montana to Missouri to see if they were a good 
alternative to horses for transporting Soldiers. They rode 
1,900 miles in about 41 days.
     Snell, founder and CEO of the Global Association of Buf-
falo Soldiers Recognition and Riding Club, led his organiza-
tion’s efforts to preserve the legacy of the Buffalo Soldiers.
     Is your unit or association interested in erecting a monu-
ment on the Memorial Walk of Honor? Contact us at info@
nationalinfantryfoundation.org so we can tell you more about it.

reminded his audience that the turtle never makes it 
atop the fencepost without help. He was uncomfortable 
with all the accolades, noting that the “people who like 
themselves too much are not likely to be the ones mak-

ing the contributions.” Still, he appreciated his friends’ 
remarks. “It’s kind of like hearing your own obituary,” he 
joked. “But it’s kind of moving for me to hear all this, and 
it’s really kind of enjoyable.”

Cavezza Honored
(continued from page 1)

The Walk of Honor is home to a new monument honor-
ing the Buffalo Soldiers. Center, kneeling, is retired First 
Sergeant Grady Snell, CEO of the Global Association 

of Buffalo Soldiers Recognition and Riding Club.
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RIP Lieutenant General Hal Moore

Soldiers from 1st Cavalry Division at Fort Hood, 
Texas, made up the offi cial honor platoon for LTG 

Moore’s graveside service. (Patrick A. Albright/
MCoE PAO Photographer)

When the rain stopped we built our fi re 
and sat back and watched a clear sky 
full of stars overhead. Suddenly there 
was a meteor shower like nothing any 
of us had ever witnessed. Every few sec-
onds another fl ash across the sky. It went 
on for an hour or more. We all took it as 
a sign from all the souls who had died in 
this lonely wilderness. They were telling 
us that they were at peace and so should 
we be. So should we be!

     There were both smiles and tears on the faces of mourn-
ers as they listened to Joe Galloway tell the story of returning 
to the scarred valleys of Vietnam, where his love and respect for a tough Army offi cer was born.
     In 1965, Galloway was a “raggedy ass” reporter and Hal Moore was a hardened battalion commander dur-
ing one of the deadliest battles of the Vietnam War. They both survived and spent the following decades as best 
friends, writing the books that captured the history of their experiences in the Ia Drang Valley. But age and failing 
health took over; Lieutenant General Hal Moore died February 10 at the age of 94. 
     Galloway, co-author of We Were Soldiers Once...and Young, fulfi lled his promise to Moore to deliver the 

eulogy at his memorial service. As a young war correspondent, he 
said it was Moore who taught him about character and following a 
moral compass. And he said it was Moore’s leadership that kept that 
ambush at LZ X-Ray from being far more deadly. 
     On February 17, friends and family gathered for a funeral mass 
at St. Michaels Roman Catholic Church in Moore’s home of Auburn, 
Alabama, about 40 miles west of the museum that has preserved 
his story. With an escort of Patriot Guard Riders, they drove to 
Columbus for a memorial service at the National Infantry Museum, 
which included remarks by GEN Robert Abrams, commander of U.S. 
Army Forces Command. The convoy then traveled to Fort Benning’s 
Main Post cemetery for a graveside service punctuated by precision 
volleys of cannon and rifl e fi re and a fl yover of Vietnam-era Huey 
helicopters. Moore was buried alongside his beloved wife, Julie, who 
died in 2004. After the service, a reception was held at the museum.

     

LTG Hal Moore (right) and CSM Basil Plumley, 
at the Sacred Soil Ceremony on the museum’s 

Inouye Field in 2009

Left: MCoE Commanding General MG Eric Wesley presents the fl ag from Moore’s casket to daughters Cecile Moore Rainey and Julie 
Moore Orlowski. Center: Author and journalist Joe Galloway talked to media at the museum’s Vietnam Memorial Plaza. Right: Patriot 

Guard Riders escorted the convoy to the cemetery and lined the walkway with fl ags. (Patrick A. Albright/MCoE PAO Photographer)

RIP Lieutenant General Hal Moore
When the rain stopped we built our fi re When the rain stopped we built our fi re W
and sat back and watched a clear sky 
full of stars overhead. Suddenly there 
was a meteor shower like nothing any 
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GWOT Memorial Taking Shape

“Lunch Group” Visits NIM

Construction Underway on Long Awaited Gallery

     With a board full of photos to work from, sculptors at Alan Cottrill studio in 
Zanesville, Ohio, are creating the nine statues that will represent an Infantry 
squad in the museum’s new memorial to the Global War on Terrorism.
     Meanwhile, 900 miles away in Cold Spring, Minnesota, stonecutters are 
etching the names of more than 6,800 Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines 
that have given their lives for their country since the terrorist attacks of 9/11.
     The memorial, which will also include a steel beam from one of the col-
lapsed twin towers, will be located along Heritage Walk, across from the 

Vietnam Memorial Plaza. It will be in clear 
view of Inouye Field, where hundreds of 
recruits graduate from basic training every 
week.
     Fundraising continues for the memo-
rial, not just for its construction but for 
annual rededications at which names of 
recent fallen will be added.
     Dedication activities are being planned 
for September 11, 2017. 

     Every Thursday for the past 50-plus years, a dozen Tallahassee area 
veterans who went on to lead accomplished careers as lawyers, bank-
ers, judges, architects and more, have met for lunch to talk about what-
ever happens to be on their minds. The club is limited to 12 men; when 
a member dies, a successor is picked. The group decided to enhance 
one of their lunches by driving three hours to visit the National Infantry 
Museum. (In a break with tradition, they invited some grandsons to come 
along, too!)
     Would your group like to schedule a tour? Call our Education Depart-
ment at 706-653-9234. 

Top: Crews with Formations, Inc., work 
in the new Defining our Nation gallery. 
Bottom: The museum’s prized James 

Gun, the first to feature rifling.

     There’s paint on the walls, glass display cases in place, and a Civil 
War-era James gun staring you down as you journey through the Infantry’s 
earliest years. The long-awaited Defining Our Nation gallery, tracing Infantry 
history from 1775 to 1889, is expected to open this spring.
     In a sneak peek tour, MCoE Museums Chief Dave Hanselman pointed 
out how the gallery will use both priceless artifacts and interactive kiosks 
to tell the story of changing tactics in military warfare from the Revolution-
ary War to the Frontier Indian Wars. Weapons fans will be attracted to the 
200-pound mountain howitzer used in the Mexican-American War, the 
James gun with its innovative rifling system used in the Civil War, and the 
Gatling Gun -- the forerunner of the modern machine gun -- used in the 
Frontier Indian Wars.
     Another critical element to the Infantry’s formation was its means of com-
munication across the ever-expanding battlefield. One section of the gallery 
will show how troops used “colors” -- regimental and national flags -- and 
music, in the form of drum and bugle calls, to coordinate their actions.
     Installation of the exhibits is being done by Portland, Oregon-based For-
mations, Inc.
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Mark your calendars and save the date for the 8th 
Annual Salute to Soldiers Gala and Silent Auction 
on Saturday, August 19, as we celebrate Fort Ben-
ning in the Movies. Prepare to bid on unique items 
such as trips to Italy, paintings from local artists 
and more at our signature silent auction. Last year, 
guests walked away with gift certifi cates to food 
favorites like Epic and Bonefi sh Grill, tickets to the 
College Football Hall of Fame in Atlanta and an 
American fl ag made from aged whiskey, bourbon 
and wine barrels. All proceeds from the silent auc-
tion stay right here at the museum to help further 
the mission of honoring Soldiers.    

Fort Benning in the Movies

     The museum’s new outdoor Courtyard was one of the 
belles of the ball at this year’s Bride to Be Celebration, an 
event that gives couples a glimpse at how magical a wed-
ding at the National Infantry Museum can be.
     Vendors dressed up various spaces with the latest trends 
in fashion, fl owers, fabrics, food and photography. One lucky 
bride took home the grand prize of a wedding at the NIM 
worth $5,000.
     Reservations for the Courtyard are fi lling up fast, par-
ticularly for the mild spring and fall months. Call our Events 
Department at 706-685-5809 now to save your date! 

New Courtyard Entices Brides to Be
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Giant Screen Theater Projects a Busy Summer

Legendary Coach and History Buff  Visits Museum

Giant Screen Theater Projects a Busy Summer

     Bobby Bowden spent 34 years coaching football at Florida State University, 
growing the program into one of the greatest in the country. Recently he visited 
the National Infantry Museum to tip his hat to another kind of hero, the American 
Soldier.
     Bowden, a history buff with a particular passion for World War II history, was 
awed by what he saw. “I had no idea there was a place like this,” he told friend 
Charlie Barnes. “I don’t imagine there is any other 
museum like this at all.”
     Bowden graciously posed for pictures with 
star-struck visitors and Seminole alums on the 
museum’s staff. 

     With eight weeks of awesome animation in the NIM KIDS Family Film Festival 
and the launch of a new action-packed documentary, the Giant Screen Theater is 
moving full speed ahead!
     Starting the fi rst week of June, the theater will show two family favorite fi lms ev-
ery Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning. Among the 16 titles are some older 
classics like The Wizard of Oz, The Little Mermaid and Pete’s Dragon, and some 
newer favorites like Zootopia, Sing and The Secret Life of Pets. 
     Also lining up on the launch pad is Aircraft Carrier 3D. Audiences will fi nd them-
selves aboard a carrier alongside 6,000 highly skilled sea and air personnel taking 
part in a giant war simulation. With the participation of 22 allied nations and more 
than 50 ships and submarines, 200 aircraft and 25,000 military personnel, the exer-
cise will have you on the edge of your seat. The fi lm opens on Memorial Day.

OSM Awarded to Key NIM Supporter
     Businessman Sam Friedman thought he’d been called 
to the downtown Atlanta offi ces of Coxe Curry and As-
sociates for an update on the National Infantry Museum 
Foundation’s phase two capital campaign. But when the 
slide show was over, friends and family members poured 
into the conference room for a surprise presentation.
     National Infantry Association Chairman LTG (Ret) Tom 
Metz presented Sam with the Order of Saint Maurice 
on behalf of the Chief of Infantry. The award recognizes 
outstanding contributions to the Infantry. Sam said later it 
was one of the best days of his life.
     Sam has served on the National Infantry Museum 
Foundation’s Board of Directors and has been instrumen-
tal to the Foundation’s fundraising efforts, both with his 
own personal donations and with his infl uence within a 
vast network of business associates.

Left to right: Retired Foundation President Ben Williams, 
Sam Friedman, NIA and NIMF Chairman Tom Metz and 

NIMF President Greg Camp.

Far right: Foundation President Greg Camp gives 
Bobby Bowden a tour of the Last 100 Yards exhibit. 

Near right: Former FSU Seminoles Genna Tober 
(Foundation Events Coordinator) and Mike McCabe 

(Foundation IT Director) pose with Bowden.
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50 Years Later, OCS Grads Come Back

Matching Missions in the Midwest

     They celebrated one of 
the most important days 
of their lives on March 7, 
1967: graduation from Of-
ficer Candidate School at 
Fort Benning. Exactly 50 
years later, they returned 
to catch up with each other 
and to recount the stories 
that followed them home 
from the jungles of Vietnam. 
     One member of the class of 14-67, First Lieutenant Hector Colon, received a special induction into the Officer Can-
didate School Hall of Fame. A family member accepted the award on his behalf in the museum’s OCS Hall of Valor. 
     Afterward, each of the vets received pins presented by museum staff in appreciation of their service. 

     A recent trip to Illinois brought together museum and 
monument experts that share a common goal: to honor 
the brave Americans who volunteer to serve their country. 
     In Chicago, National Infantry Museum Foundation 
President and COO Greg Camp met with fellow retired 
Colonel Jennifer Pritzker, the founder of the Pritzker 
Military Museum and Library. The library has an im-
pressive collection of books and materials on military 
history, with an emphasis on the Citizen Soldier. One of 
the museum’s newest exhibits, called Hunting Charlie, 
presents a unique view of the Vietnam War through the 
enemy’s eyes in rarely seen original art pieces. Col. 
Pritzker served in both the U.S. Army and the Illinois 
Army National Guard, and received the Department of 
Defense’s 2016 Spirit of Hope Award for her support of 

programs that grow 
Army officers. Her 
Tawani Foundation 
has also been a 
generous supporter 
of the National 
Infantry Museum 
since 2006.
     A day later, in 
the small town of 
Marseilles, Illinois, 
Camp and founda-
tion staffers visited 
the Middle East Conflicts Wall Memorial, paid for and 
erected through a grassroots effort led by volunteers 
with the Illinois Motorcycle Freedom Run. The site also 
features a small museum containing memorabilia left at 
the wall by loved ones. Two of the project’s volunteers, 
Linda Rose and Craig Herkes, were exceptionally 
generous with both time and information to help the 
Infantry Foundation prepare for construction of its own 
memorial. 

Left: COL Pritzker (center), Foundation President Greg Camp 
(left center) and staffers discuss ways to further each other’s 
missions. 

The Middle East Conflicts Wall sits on 
the banks of the Illinois River.
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1775 Legacy Way
Columbus, Georgia 31903
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nationalinfantrymuseum.org

The National Infantry Foundation was established in 1998 to honor our nation’s Infantrymen, past, present and future, 
and to preserve their legacy. The Foundation, in partnership with the U.S. Army, is committed to sharing their legacy 
through the National Infantry Museum and Soldier Center at Patriot Park.

The museum project is sponsored, in part, by the U.S. Department of Defense. The content of this newsletter does not necessarily 
reflect the position or policy of the Government and no official endorsement should be inferred.

Have you joined the NIA?
visit www.infantryassn.com
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